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250 Frontline Feminivms

fundamentalism and national chauy

s, it means finding o Way 10 join
d minority STOUp N the struggle
The women's gathering in Ching w

rehts groups expect

lorces with EVErY oppresse o survive.

4% ot whit Western human
ed, Representatives gf such orgamzati
women's rights. stumbled about uncomfor
when “real work™ would begin, Amnesty Ing
lugged ten 1o twenty vears behind

ms. new (o
ably, uncertain where and
ermational, for instance, has
women’s-groups in Latin America and
elsewhere, Unjess women conferces attacked the Tepressive policies of

China, the HIMNEsty types presumed, we were either ill-informegd or just
plain stupid.

But most of us hag ot come 1o 1 the World Conference on
Women into 4 World Conference on China. We had Come to unite for
women's human righes;  had come fo the NGO Forum from my Bel-
grade post 1o Search out “unusual dlliances.” [n Huzirou, m
Eroupings of women had come together prag tically 1o get work done:
esbian-rights activists ang Tibetans, Sudanese, Rwanduns, Bos
and proponents of repurations for -
Pro-choice ndvoe

any unusugl

ans,
comiort women," Islamic reformists,
dles, dnd opponents of fermale genital mutiliation, These
seemingly unlikely combinutions might have looked odg [0 an outside
observer. To women working side-by-side for human rghts, however. iy
was all ina dav's work

Oiran evening's repust,

The Restaurant js 1oprivitely-owned Chin

= e |
chanced upon with

aurant thar |
from “the former Yu-'
12 NGO Forumn shirted, §

& small group of waomen
goslavia™ the day before 1
secreted away

eated in tiny rooms,
nall comers of 4 haphazard collection o bnlding
were served cheap, del s tond by g friend)y family staff, We never
asked how mucep anything cosr—qo matter how much we ordered, the
Price was ilways the sume. We couldn 't fing anvthing half as good, so we
kept coming huck, bringing in mere and more frigngs. Soon the plage
was overflowing with regulars, ull of whom were “related" (o uy in one
WAy or another: the Russians ' one room, Ukrainians in another, les.
bian-rights CUVISES next daor, French musj

M5 1IN a comer room,
human righrs dCtivists in the ks raoke bar, human MEhts e the

long room at he back with the hzards on the ceiling, ¢ panish-speakine

delegates in n room near the patio, ang Of course, always, a large group of
“former Yugoslavs,”

Wk

lucarors

"l am really surprised thay

the women from the forme
haven't had maore of

4 presence at this confe
nalist remarked 1o me aver the course

r Yugoslavia
rence.” more than one Jour-
of the conference.
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“ORT" Lwould reply. “Have you been to “The Restaurant™?

No one ever planned anything. but night, after night women dropped
in tor dinner from Croatia, Bosnia, Serhia proper, Kosovo, Mucedonia,
und. by the end. Slovenia. These women cared deeply about what was
huppening in their countries—but while the rest of the world debated
peace in the Balkans, they joined in singing euarly pioneer SONES over
sweet-and-sour fish, teasing one another about which SONES are now too
“natiopalistic.” A Bosnian woman, perhaps oo sad to add ber own voice,
usually listened somberly while the other women Sing one song after an-
other—Bosniun, Croutian, Serbian, Albanian, Macedonian, and, ves,
even Yugoslay songs

The owner of The Restaurant beamed. watening the scene from the
doorway of the evening's “former Yugoslavia™ room. “I am going o re-
name my restaurant "Yugoslavia'!" med. No one barked at his
geopoliticul incorrectness, Instead. u young wonman from Belgrade hor-
rowed a pen from an Albanian woman and seraw ed a sign, “Former Yu-
F.:.;._..._,.mr;.n__:_:::_1...:_ _..:,E;__:_:_u,___..ﬁ?.:_jﬁ_

gosluvig C
pussing by from other rooms loaked in ith curiosity,
1

e exc

ready Knew that such informal sel-togethers of women from all

ris of the former Yugosluvia were fur Irom unusual. Over the past three

years, | had watched these women meer with other women whenever
they could. With telephone lines cut and roads blocked and transporta-

tion within ex-Yugosl:

vunsafe, that chinee was often provided by out-
siders who paid for their trip to a nentral third country, Bul on those
oceasions. participants were obliged to do what their hosts wanted, At
I'he Restuurant, where every woman paid her own tab from her own sep-
arutely-ohtained grant. no one wus obligated 1

do anything, As a resulr,
The Restaurant meetings ended with perhaps the most conerete, self-inie

ttated proposal ever to arise from such un encounter: the beginnings of a
Joint declaration und & December or }

=y

wy totlow-up meeting in Vi-

enmi or Budapest to plot future vooperition. “To Christmas together!”

© women toasted. No one thought twice about whose Christmas—
Cathalic or Orthodox

Nexr tite women of the world unite, we should not settle for so re-

pressive a host country . .. but we should definitely pick as good g
restierant,




